
Conference Agenda
February 7-9, 2012

Hilton Riverside
New Orleans, LA

3:00 pm - 5:00 pm Registration

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Welcome Reception hosted by AARP

Welcome Remarks: Kevin Davis, Louisiana Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness

Nancy McPherson, AARP
Introduction by John Renne, University of New Orleans

Hilton River Room

7:00 am - 8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 am - 9:00 am
         Opening Plenary Session

Welcome Remarks: John Renne, University of New Orleans
Brian Wolshon, Gulf Coast Center for Evacuation and Transportation Resiliency

Joseph Booth, LSU Stephenson Disaster Management Institute

Dr. Stephen Flynn
Professor of Political Science and the Founding Co-Director of the George J. Kostas Research Institute for 

Homeland Security at Northeastern University; Former President of the Center for National Policy

9:00 am - 9:15 am Break

Tuesday, February 7, 2012

Wednesday, February 8, 2012

Track 1 Evacuation Modeling presented by Atkins 
Global

Track 2
Emergency Planning for Nuclear Power 
Plants presented by Sandia National 
Laboratories

Track 3 Communication & Human Behavior 
presented by ZeroHour powered by ASG

Track 4
Challenges to Evacuation Planning 
and Response presented by ZeroHour 
powered by ASG

Track 5
Medical and Sheltering Issues in 
Evacuations presented by Argonne 
National Laboratory

Track 6 Toolkits and Product Demonstrations 
presented by ZeroHour powered by ASG

All general sessions will take place in the Napoleon Ballroom on the 3rd floor of the Hilton.

..........................................................................................................................................................
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9:00 am - 9:30 am
Dr. Stephen Flynn Book Signing

“The Edge of Disaster: Rebuilding a Resilient Nation”

9:15 am – 10:45 am Panel 1 Panel 2 Panel 3 Panel 4 Panel 5 Panel 7

Evacuation 
Planning, Reentry, 

and Decision-
Making

Panel Members:
Michael Robinson;

Robert Meyer;
Thomas Cova

 
Moderator:
Dennis Smith

Room: 
Belle Chasse

Regulatory 
Guidance for 

Nuclear Power 
Plant Emergency 

Evacuation 
Planning

Panel Members:
Robert Kahler;
Jeff Laughlin

Moderator:
Joe Jones

Room:
Rosedown

Risk Perceptions

Panel Members:
Jay Baker;

Birnur Guven;
Kevin Taaffe

Moderator:
Jay Baker

Room:
Elmwood

Meeting the Needs 
of People with 

Disabilities

Panel Members:
John Renne;

Pamela Jenkins;
Lewis Kraus

Moderator:
John Renne

Room:
Melrose

Coming Home: 
Returning After a 

Disaster

Panel Members:
Natalie Baker;

Laura Siebeneck

Moderator:
Natalie Baker

Room:
Jasperwood

Shelters: Meeting 
the Needs of All 

People

Panel Members:
Huan Cheng;

Rochelle Brittingham; 

Moderator:
Jon Carnegie

Room:
Oak Alley

10:45am-11:00 am Break
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11:00am-12:30pm Panel 8 Panel 9 Panel 10 Panel 11 Panel 12 Panel 13 Panel 14

Application 
of Traffic 

Simulation 
Tools and 

Methods for 
Evacuation 

Traffic Analysis

Panel Members:
Michael Hope;
Wuping Xin;

Thomas Montz

Moderator:
Michael Robinson

Room:
Belle Chasse

Regulatory 
Guidance 

for Nuclear 
Power Plant 
Emergency 
Evacuation 

Planning (Cont)

Panel Members:
Joe Jones;   

Kevin McMahon;
Fotini Walton

Moderator:
Atri Sen

Room:
Rosedown

Accounting 
for Human 
Behavior in 
Evacuations

Panel Members:
Samer Hamdar;
Mark Marquez;
Anne-Lise Velez

Moderator:
Pamela Murray-

Tuite
Room:

Elmwood

What Happens 
Behind the 
Scenes of a 
Large Scale 
Evacuation

Panel Members:
Claudine 

Jaenichen;
Jon Carnegie 

Moderator:
Akemi Chatfield

Room:
Jasperwood

It’s 
Unpredictable!

Panel Members:
Marla Petal;
Eve Schnell;
Lucia Velotti 

Moderator:
Lou Marciani

Room:
Melrose

Hospital 
Evacuation 
Planning 
& Patient 

Relocation 
Issues

Panel Members:
Carin Nero;
Moira Shea; 

Joseph Lamana

Moderator:
Kevin Taaffe

Room:
Oak Alley

Toolkits: 
Planning for 
Elderly and 
Vulnerable 
Populations

Panel Members:
Deborah 
Matherly;

Mike Orfitelli 

Moderator:
Virginia Sisiopiku

Room:
Magnolia
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12:30 pm - 1:45 pm

Lunch Keynote sponsored by Entergy Corporation

Introduction by Joseph Booth, LSU Stephenson Disaster Management Institute

1:45 pm - 2:00 pm
Break

2:00 pm – 3:30 pm
Panel 15 Panel 16 Panel 17 Panel 18 Panel 19 Panel 20

Application of 
Traffic Simulation 
Tools and Methods 

for Evacuation 
Traffic Analysis

(Cont)

Panel Members:
Russell Strickland;

Brock Long;
Gaby Gurczik

Moderator:
Michael Robinson

Room:
Belle Chasse

Application of 
Optimization and 
Linear Program 

Methods for 
Evacuation

Panel Members:
Carl Jerrett;

Pamela Murray-Tuite;
Yu-Ting Hsu 

Moderator:
Chester Wilmot

Room:
Jasperwood

Animal Evacuation 
Issues and 

Nuclear 
Emergencies

Panel Members:
Dick Green;

Ines Aviles-Spadoni; 
Shigeki Imamoto 

Moderator:
Dick Green

Room:
Rosedown

Impacts of Social 
Media

Panel Members:
Akemi Chatfield;
Yulia Tyschchuk 

Moderator:
Samer Hamdar

Room:
Elmwood

The Role of 
Transit in Carless 

Evacuation Planning

Panel Members:
John Renne;

Thomas Sanchez;
Virginia Sisiopiku 

Moderator:
John Porco

Room:
Melrose

Shelter Crime and 
Mass Care

Panel Members:
Mark Riley;

Sudha Arlikatti

Moderator:
Joseph Booth

Room:
Oak Alley

3:30 pm - 3:45 pm Break

3:45pm-5:15pm

“Integrating Access & Functional Needs into Evacuation Planning & Response: Planning for Disability Accommodations 
and Other Requirements for Success”

Richard Devylder
Senior Advisor for Accessible Transportation, U.S. Department of Transportation

Marci Roth
Senior Advisor to Administrator Fugate, Federal Emergency Management Agency

Introduction by John Renne, University of New Orleans
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7:00 am – 8:00 am Continental Breakfast

8:00 am - 8:30 am Boatlift Documentary: Forgotten Story of 9/11
Directed and Produced by Eddie Rosenstein, Rick Velleu; Narrated by Tom Hanks

 Dr. James Kendra
Director, Disaster Research Center; Associate Professor, University of Delaware School of Public Policy and 

Administration
Introduction by Brian Wolshon, Gulf Coast Center for Evacuation and Transportation Resiliency

8:30 am – 9:30 am “Rush to Nowhere: The Extraordinary Consequences of Large-Scale Evacuations”
Dr. Irwin Redlener

Director, National Center for Disaster Preparedness; Clinical Professor of Population and Family Health, Mailman 
School of Public Health, Columbia University; Clinical Professor of Pediatrics, College of Physicians & Surgeons, 

Columbia University; 
President and Co-Founder, Children’s Health Fund

Introduction by Brian Wolshon, Gulf Coast Center for Evacuation and Transportation Resiliency
9:30 am – 9:45 am Break

9:45 am – 11:15 am
Panel 22 Panel 23 Panel 24 Panel 25 Panel 26 Panel 27

Evacuation 
Simulation for 

Urban Areas and 
Special Events

Panel Members:
Manuel Rossetti;

Jeffrey Wojtowicz;
Lou Marciani

Moderator:
Ahkil Chauhan

Room:
Belle Chasse

Modeling 
Evacuation Travel 

Behavior

Panel Members:
Karl Kim; 

Chester Wilmot; 
Phillip Koshute

Moderator:
Kevin Taaffe

Room:
Jasperwood

Leadership and 
Coordination 

Across 
Information 

Centers

Panel Members:
Glynn Cavin; 

Krisanna Machtmes; 
Laurel Radow

Moderator:
Glynn Cavin

Room:
Elmwood

Multi-Modal 
Evacuation 
Planning

Panel Members:
Donald Griffith;
Brian Wolshon;

Randolph Burnside;
Deborah Matherly

Moderator:
Brian Wolshon

Room:
Melrose

Should I Stay or 
Should I Go?

Panel Members:
Joanne Langan;

Abha Grover

Moderator:
Joanne Langan

Room:
Oak Alley

Evacuation 
Planning and 

Operations Support 
Tools

Panel Members:
Dennis Smith;
Robert Collins

Moderator:
Dennis Smith

Room:
Magnolia

11:15 am – 11:30 am Break

11:30 am  -12:30 pm
Lunch Keynote: “The Disaster of Mass Evacuations”

Brock Long
Vice President of State and Local Business Development, Hagerty Consulting;

Former Director of Alabama Emergency Management Agency
Introduction by Joseph Booth, LSU Stephenson Disaster Management Institute

Thursday, February 9, 2012
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12:45 pm – 2:15 pm
Panel 29 Panel 30 Panel 31

Evacuation for Nuclear Power Plant 
Emergencies and the Fukushima Daiichi 

Experiences

Panel Members:
Mark Thaggard;

Dana Greene 
Moderator:

Brian Wolshon
Room:

Rosedown

Lessons from Maintaining the City- 
Assisted Evacuation Plan for New 

Orleans

Panel Members:
Col. Jerry Sneed; Pat Santos;

Robert Fogarty
Moderator:
John Renne

Room:
Melrose

Hospital Evacuation Planning: 
Are You Prepared to Choose?

Panel Members:
Dalton Sawyer;

Miriam Miller; Leslee Stein-Spencer;
Elisabeth Weber 

Moderator:
Joseph Booth

Room:
Oak Alley

2:15 pm - 2:30 pm Break

2:30 pm – 4:00 pm
Panel 32 Panel 33 Panel 34 Panel 35 Panel 36

Modeling and 
Simulation for 

Evacuation Routing and 
Destination Choice

Panelists:
Micah Brachman;
Mahesh Nayak;
Chester Wilmot

Moderator:
Amir Khorram-Manesh

Room:
Belle Chasse

Improving 
Disaster 

Lingo

Panelists:
Maggie Olivier;
Pamela Jenkins;

John Conway

Moderator:
Jon Carnegie

Room:
Elmwood

Factors Influencing 
Human Behavior

Panelists:
Scott Parr;

Hassan Taibah;
Raju Gottumukkala 

Moderator:
Samer Hamdar

Room:
Jasperwood

Logistical Nightmares 
in Evacuation Planning

Panelists:
Tom Osowski;
Carla Prater;

Pamela Murray-Tuite 

Moderator:
Elaine Kramer

Room:
Melrose

Toolkits: Planning 
for Carless and 

Transit Dependent 
Populations

Panelists:
John Renne;
John Porco 

Moderator:
John Renne

Room:
Magnolia

4:00 pm – 5:30 pm Panel 37 Panel 38 Panel 39 Panel 40 Panel 41

Modeling Traffic 
Management 

Strategies and Aircraft 
Evacuations

Panel Members:
Naveesh Reddy;

Alexandra Johnsen 

Moderator:
Yue Liu

Room:
Belle Chasse

Evacuations Associated 
with Radiological 

Incidents

Panel Members:
JDJ Nakaska;
Ryan Morhard;

Laura Hernandez 

Moderator:
Akemi Chatfield

Room:
Rosedown

Modeling Human 
Behavior:

Plans, Policy, and 
Decision-Making

Panel Members:
Takao Kakizaki;

Oluponmile Olonilua;
LaToya Smith

Moderator:
John Renne

Room:
Elmwood

Regional 
Considerations in 

Evacuation Planning

Panel Members:
Jeffrey Alexander;
Elizabeth Payne;
Beverly Ward;

Laura Kuhl 

Moderator:
Jeffrey Alexander

Room:
Melrose

Supporting 
Evacuation Efforts 

Using Resource 
Typing

Panel Members:
Brian Usher;

Paul McDonagh;
Ray Burden;
Rick Hinrichs; 
Pam Bramblett
Moderator:
Brian Usher

Room:
Jasperwood
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